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TO: City of Somerville  
Zoning Board of Appeals 
 

DATE: 09/15/2021 

FROM:
  

Jai Singh Khalsa 
Khalsa Design, Inc. 
17 Ivaloo Street 
Somerville, MA 02143 
(617)-591-8682 
 

RE: Narrative Regarding rooftop Condensers at 13 Alpine Street 

  
 
Dear Members of the Zoning Board 

 The HVAC condensers at the above mentioned project have been installed on the uppermost roof 
rather than within the ground floor garage. This is required by the standard operation of the condensing 
units which require natural ventilation that cannot be achieved within an enclosed structure. Due to the 
expansive size of the existing garage structure, the only logical location for these units to be placed is 
the roof. Alternative locations would be within the front yard setback or mounted to the side of the 
structure.  The condensers are located at the rear, right side of the structure. This placement, as well as 
the installation of cedar screening, is intended to hide the condensers from public view from the street. 
Refer to the images included herin.   

Fall protection is required from the roof at locations within 10’ of the edge per IBC 1015.7 which states:  
“Guards shall be provided where the roof hatch opening is located within 10’ of a roof edge or 
open side of a walking surface and such edge or open side is located mor ethan 30 inchs above 
the floor, roof, or grade below…” 

This proposal intends to remove the railing at the uppermost roof, and install permanent anchorage 
connector devices per the exception to 1015.7, which states;  
“Guards are not required where permanent fall arrest/restraint anchorage connector devices that 
comply with ANSI/ASSE Z 359.1 are affixed for use during the entire roof covering lifetime.” 
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Figure 1: Structure from Cedar Street @ the Community Path 
           Condenser Location 
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Figure 2: Structure from Alpine Street 
      Condenser Location 
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Figure 3: Structure from Albion Street 
      Condenser Location 

 
 
Thank you,  
 
 
 
Jai Singh Khalsa 


